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TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720
Telephone (978) 264-9636

Fax (978) 264-9630
fl

Planning Department

May 25, 2007

Notice of Public Hearing

Please publish the following as a LEGAL NOTICE on June 7, 2007 and June 14, 2007.

TOWN OF ACTON
NOTICE OF HEARING

The Acton Board of Selectmen wilt hold a public hearing on June 25, 2007 at 7:45 PM in the
Francis Faulkner Room, Town Hall to continue its review of conceptual designs for the crossing of
the Assabet River Rail Trail over the MBTA commuter rail line in South Acton; and to receive
additional public comments.

F. Dore’ Hunter
Andrew D. Magee
Lauren S. Rosenzweig
Paulina Knibbe
Peter Berry

____________________________________ BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Distribution list (do not include in advertisement):

The Beacon - Legal Notices
Town Clerk for posting
Town Manager
Planning Board
MBTA, real estate and operations
MassHighway, District 3
BSC I TerraSphere
DHCD-MDI
ARRT, Inc.
Abutters
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Fl BSC GROUP Memorandum

RolandBarti, AICP
To: Townof Acton Date: June20, 2007

JefFasser,RLA, AICP
From: BSCGroup _________________ Proj. No: 61041.01

Re: Town ofActon - Analysisof RampOptionsto
Connect theARRT Bikewayto aProposed
BridgeandtheMBTA Lot

33 Waldo Streetcc: Worcester,MA

01608
OnMonday,June25, 2007,theBSCGroup will bepresentingto thepublic additional
informationregardingoptionsfor connectingtheARRT biketrail from Maple StreetOVer 508-792-4500
theMBTA rail linesbymeansof anewpre-fabricatedbridgeandthendownto the TeI•
MBTA station. Theinformationto bepresentedon Mondaywill includebefore-and-after ‘ 508 7924509
photoimagesoftheproposedbridgeas well asrampoptionsto getto andfrom the
proposedbridgeasdescribedbelow.

Following is a descriptionof therampoptions,which areattachedto this memo.

TRAIL RAMP OPTIONS

SouthRant
This optionshowsaproposedtrail alignmentfrom the endof the currentrail bedup to
Maple Street,crossingMapleStreetthenonto theproposedpre-fhbricatedbridgeoverthe
MBTA rail lines.As was suggestedatthepreviouspublic meeting,thisalignment
attemptsto tuckthetrail into the embankmentin this areato minimize its visual impact
andneedfor retainingwalls. We feel thisalignmentmeetsthesecriteria asbestas
possibleconsideringthephysical,environmentalandpropertyownershipconstraintsin
this area.

* This alignmentstayswithin theboundsof propertyownedeither by thetown or
state,thereforeavoidinganyprivatepropertyacquisitions.

• The rampedtrail is ataslopeof 5%, thereforeno intermediatelandingsare
needed.

• Thereis only one“switch-back”,but we feel this if unavoidableon thissite.
• Oncethetrail ramps-upfrom the endof the rail trail to Maple Street,the street

crossingis located130 feetwestof Main Street,notattheMain Street
intersection.At thelastmeeting,therewas alot if discussionaboutthelocation
of this Maple Streetcrossing,as somefelt it shouldbe locatedat theMain/Maple
intersection.Much morestudywill beneededto evaluatesightlinesandsight
distancesatanycrossinglocation.However,therehasbeenconcernthat if the
crossingis at theMaple/Mainintersection,thereis not adequatesight distanceto
theintersectionfrom vehiclestravelingacrossthebridgeto the southentering
Maple Street. In addition,theMassachusettsHighway Departmenthas
recommendeda similar crossingtreatmentassociatedwith the BruceFreeman
trail. If the trail wereto crossattheMain/Mapleintersection,thenanother
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switchbaekwouldbeneededandadditionalwalls mayrerequiredto bringthe
trail alongthe southernedgeof Maple Streetup to Main Streetbeforemakingthe
crossing.

North Rant
Thenorthrampwill connectthepre-fabricatedbridge downthe embankmentto the
informalparkingareaatthebottomof RailroadStreet,which thenconnectsto awalkway
to the MBTA station.At thelastpublicmeeting,therewerecommentsaboutthevisual
impactof a rampsystemdownthis slope,the needto minimize switch-backsalonga
rampsystem,theneedto minimizetheloss of anyparkingspacesin this area,the
possibilityof havingaraisedrampovertheparkingareaandthepossibilityof connecting
thisaccessacrossprivatepropertyto RailroadStreet.

We did explorethepossibilityof connectingacrosstheprivatepropertyto Railroad
Street.The changein gradewouldmostlikely requirea rampedsystemwith intermediate
landings,possiblya switchbackandwouldgreatlyimpacttherecentimprovementsto
this property.It was determinedthatthis was not apreferredsolution.

Otherrampoptions wereexploredto stayon stateandtown ownedlandas described
below.

NorthRamp- OptionA
This option showsarampfrom the endof the proposedpre-fabricatedbikebridge
adjacentto the Maple Streetsidewalkdownto thebluebuilding. A landingtherewould
allow accessto thecurrentsidewalkto therightandalsoprovidea connectionto aramp
systemto theleft with switchbacksin the embankmentdownto theinformalparkinglot.
To meetexistinggradesattheparkinglot andstill allow for thecurrentsafetyand
maintenanceaccessto the MBTA rail lines, therampwouldneedto decreaseata slope
of 8%(for handicapaccessibility)with intermediatelandings.Sucharampsystemwould
requireretainingwalls to placeit into theembankmentandrailings for handicap
accessibility.

• The option still allows MBTA accessto therail lines.
• Oncetherampsystemsexitsontotheparkinglot, a stripedlanewoulddemarka

bikelaneto the existingpathleadingto theMBTA station.
• Perpendicularparkinglocatedalongthe southernedgeof theparkinglot would

needto bemovedto thenorth edgeof theparkinglot.
• 7 Parallelparkingspaceswouldbelost.

North Ramp OptionB
As with OptionA, this optionshowsarampfrom theendof theproposedpre-fabricated
bike bridgeadjacentto theMapleStreetsidewalkdownto thebluebuilding. Fromthis
point, therewouldbe a rampsystemwith switchbacksin the embankmentdownto the
parkinglot. However,aportionof theparkinglot wouldberebuilt to tilt it up to meetthe
ramp.This allows therampto endon thenorthernedgeoftheparkinglot, but alow
retainingwall wouldberequiredalongthe southernedgeof theparkinglot to supportthe
elevationoftheparkinglot.

• This optionwouldrequirethe constructionof anaccessrampdownfrom the
elevatedparking lot to allow MBTA access.
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BSC GROUP Memorandum

• Oncetheramp systemsexitsontotheparkinglot, astripedlanewoulddemarka
bikelanealongthenorthernedgeoftheparkinglot to theexistingpathleadingto
theMBTA station.

• Parkingspacescouldremainas is, but the 7 parallelspaceswouldbe lost.

NorthRamp - OptionC
As with A andB, arampwouldbeinstalledfromthebridge,alongMain Streettoblue
bmlding.Thenagently curvedrampwould leadfromthelanding downto theparking
lot. Thisrampwouldbebuilt partly into the embankment,thenfree standing,thenland
on arampin thesouthernedgeof theparkinglot. This ramptreatmenteliminates
switchbacksandis at5%to avoid theneedfor intermediatelandings.

• This optionwould impactMBTA accessto therail line andtheTown would
needto work with themto exploreotheroptions.

• Oncetherampsystemsexitsontotheparkinglot, a stripedlanewoulddemarka
bikelanealongthe southernedgeof theparkinglot to the existingpathleading
to theMBTA station.

• Parkingspaceswouldbe greatlyimpacted.Only afew spaceswouldremain,
with parallelspacesalongthenorthernedgeof theparkinglot andthepossibility
of only a few perpendicularspacesbelowthefree-standingpartof theramp.

At this time, werecommendthat theseoptionsbe consideredas thebiketrail is designed
andmoredetailedinformationabouttopography,landownershipandaccessissuesare
explored.
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